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Digital Economy and Memory

In connection to digital economy and the need of ‘new forms of visibility and 
transparency as a part of a design agenda that includes post-interface, intimate, 
pervasive, ambient computing’ I thought to what remains hidden in the net-memory-
pool as digitalised ‘shadows’ of an economy of desire.
Those shadows would create a virtual presence of force within a ‘digital unconscious’  
- put as ‘disembodied, distributed, collectively constructed and substantive’ (J. Monk 
1998, 40).
Digital economy, mirroring the inherent economies of desire, refers to ‘future’ as 
durations of transformation of memory complexes, pressuring into new states and 
conditions of becoming.
Such psychological transformations of ‘household-managing’ have been depicted 
traditionally in alchemical imagery (Jung 1969; 1980), with great care in Splendor 
Solis (1532/35), a series of emblematic book illuminations.
What happens to the intimacy and context of such ‘hermetic’ imagery, uniquely created 
for initiates and in possession of ‘aura’ (Benjamin 1988) when they are exposed to and 
transposed into contemporary contexts and then digitally dispersed on the net? 

remembered) images have to submit themselves to the mechanistic ‘discourse’ of 
html codes, before they can communicate their visuality in the net. 

(names) and possibly generating auto-biographies - become ‘cryptic electronic 
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